DOCUMENT TITLE: HUMAN SAMPLES COSHH

University of Oxford COSHH Assessment Form

	Read the notes on completion before attempting to fill in this form.  If insufficient space is available under any section, use a separate piece of paper and attach it to the form.
	File ref:  Human Samples
Date:  July 2021

	Department: West Wing level 5 and level 1 laboratories, NDCN

	Persons involved:   All lab-based staff and students working with Human samples in the Clinical Neurosciences
Location of work: NDCN Laboratories

	Description of procedure:  A varying amount of work with human blood and tissue samples takes place within NDCN. Members of staff planning to work with human material must be registered with Occupational Health and have undertaken the HTA training before work commences. Members of staff and students working frequently with human tissues and blood samples are advised to be immunised against hepatitis B.

All staff is trained on exposure response, spill containment procedure and disposal routes for these types of samples as per local disposal rules. 
Work carried out on human tissue and blood includes, but is not restricted to culture of human cells, magnetic separation of human cells, staining human cells with antibodies, analysis and sorting using FACS machines. 



	Substances used
	Quantities used
	Frequency of use
	Hazards identified
	Exposure route

	Human material such as but not limited to: blood, fluids, tissue,  cells, and faeces.

 
	 Variable
	Weekly 
	Potentially infectious


	Ingestion; contact with skin and eyes.

	What measures have you taken to control risk?

Engineering controls:  Use in a microbiological safety cabinet (MSC). 

	

	Management measures:  

· Only trained users can handle human material under CL2 MSC. 
· If material is suspected to be infectious, it must be destroyed immediately.    
· Avoid contact with skin, eyes and clothing. 
· Good Laboratory Practice and Containment Level 2 guidelines must be followed at all time. 
· Samples spun in centrifuge must be contained within a bioseal lid locked onto the spinning buckets.

· Loading and unloading of samples into a centrifuge bucket must be done under a safety cabinet to prevent exposure to aerosols.

· Avoid formation of aerosols outside a safety cabinet (vortex, sonicator). 
· Avoid the use of sharps where possible – use of sharps needs to be risk assessed further. 
PPE: Lab coat, gloves and safety glasses to be worn at all times when handling the material. 

Gloves compatibility: Material recommended : Nitrile gloves ISO 374-5:2016 minimum thickness 0.11m


	Checks on control measures:

MSC are visually checked regularly and air flows are inspected once a year as part of a servicing contract.

	Is health surveillance required? Yes, Hep B vaccination offered by Occupational Health 
	Training requirements: Biological Safety, Good Laboratory Practices. New users must be supervised by a competent supervisor until judged competent. HTA training also required for all handling of human samples.


	Emergency procedures:

In case of skin contact Wash off with soap and plenty of water. 

In case of eye contact Rinse thoroughly with plenty of water for at least 15 minutes.

If swallowed Never give anything by mouth to an unconscious person. Rinse mouth with water. Consult a physician. 

_______________________________________________________

Accidental release measures:  

Large spillage: cover area with Virkon granules and leave for at least 20 minutes before wiping up. Spray down area with 70% ethanol/IMS and wipe clean to remove Virkon residue. Paper towel can then be disposed of as normal laboratory waste.

Small spillage: cover area with 2% Virkon solution, wipe up and transfer waste to sharps bin. Spray area with 70% ethanol/IMS and wipe clean to remove Virkon residue.

_______________________________________________________

Firefighting measures: Use water spray or carbon dioxide.

Advice for Fire fighters: Wear self-contained breathing apparatus if necessary.


	Waste disposal:

Liquid waste: 
Blood waste is to be placed in sealed tube in clinical waste bins. 
Small amount of blood or plastic ware contaminated with human material is to be treated with 2% Virkon solution for 1hour, drain liquid to laboratory sink with copious amount of water. 
When ¾ full shut the clinical waste bin shut and place in the waste room. 
Solid waste: place in potentially infectious bin (orange bags). Bags are taken up by OUH cleaners as per local arrangement. 

GMO waste: Place in autoclave bags. Tape the bag shut when ¾ full and place in autoclave room. Waste is autoclaved at 134°C for at least 3minutes.




	Name and position of assessor:  


	Signature:



	Name of supervisor (student work only):


	Signature:

	Name of head of department or nominee:


	Signature:
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